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Introduction  
Welcome to ASTEROID.  ASTEROID is a software package developed by Roy Morgan 
Research Ltd to meet your research analysis needs, and the purpose of this training guide is to 
introduce you to the main functions of ASTEROID. 
 
Course Objectives 
At the end of this session you will be able to: 

¶ Confidently analyse data using Tabulation 

¶ Understand the following elements: 

¶ Rows & Columns 

¶ Filters & Layers 

¶ Modify the output to show:  

¶ Just the required figures 

¶ Preferred formatting (font type, shading etc) 

¶ Create charts within ASTEROID, including: 

¶ Selecting different chart types 

¶ Saving the chart for future use 

¶ Manage your tables and charts using Report Folder 

¶ View tables and charts in other applications 

¶ Know how to get HELP. 
 
 
Implied Knowledge 
This guide assumes that you are familiar with: 

¶ Windows Explorer 

¶ Microsoft Excel  
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ASTEROID Training Series 
 
An Introduction to ASTEROID is the first of four modules in the ASTEROID training series. It is 
intended both as a step by step guide for new users, and a way current users can refresh, update 
and expand their skills. 

If you are accessing this manual electronically, you will be able to ôjumpõ to referenced sections 
via the hyperlink, e.g.  Report Folder. 
 
The other modules in the series are: 
 
Target Consumer Profiling  
ôProfilerõ will allow you to easily compare your target Group to other Groups and examine 
what differentiates each Group from the others.  When used with media Variables it also 
shows cost/reach. 

 
Media Analysis  
ôMediaPLANNERõ creates and compares media schedules, combining print, TV, radio, 
Cinema and website advertising. 

 
Statistical Analysis  

This module covers a range of statistical tools in ASTEROID including: 

¶ A.I.D. (Automatic Interaction Detection) ð shows what combination of characteristics 
best describes the members of a target Group 

¶ Quantities (e.g. dollars spent) 

¶ Significance Testing 

¶ Cluster Analysis 
 
 
Also Available 
 
Software Reference Manual 
The Software Reference Manual forms the online help, available through the ASTEROID Help 
menu, and provides more detailed information and technical specifications regarding all aspects 
of the software.  
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3ÔÁÒÔ !34%2/)$ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÎ Á ÄÁÔÁÂÁÓÅ 
Like most software you can launch (open) ASTEROID either from the desktop, by double 
clicking on the shortcut, or from the Start menu as shown below: 

 

No ASTEROID? 
If you donõt have ASTEROID installed on your PC then you can either ask your IT department 
to install it for you, or install the software yourself using the instructions in the Installation 
Manual provided with your database disk (the installation is an easy process).  
 
If you require any assistance with installing ASTEROID, please contact our Help Desk on  
+61 3 9223 2428 or by e-mail at asteroid.support@roymorgan.com   

mailto:asteroid.support@roymorgan.com
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Open Database 
ASTEROID will normally open with the Open Database window (unless purposely disabled): 

 
 

With a long list of database, use the Find feature and start typing to refine the database list to 
reflect those that contain the word typed ð as shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The highlighted item indicates the 
last database that was opened 
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If the Open Database window does not automatically display, click on the ASTEROID 
Application button in the top left-hand corner of the ASTEROID screen (as shown below) and 
select ôOpen Databaseõ from the menu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Open Database window displays a list of previously used databases, or, if the Search Data 
Directory option is ticked, a list of the databases in the 'Data Directory'.  Previously opened 
databases will also be displayed in the ASTEROID Application menu.   
 
Usually after a fresh installation this window will be blank and you will need to use Browse to 
select a database.  

 
 
 
 

ASTEROID Application button 

Or use the Directories button to 
specify the file location of your 
database files ð the ASTEROID 
Configuration Editor 

Click Browse to 
locate the 
database you 
require (.cpr files) 
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Alternatively, if you have clicked the òSearch Data Directoryó box, you can use the Directories 
button to specify the file path for the Data Directory containing the Data Files (databases).  
 
When you have found the required database, either: 

¶ Double click on the database, or 

¶ Select the database and click Open. 
 
If the òOpen Last Database at Startupó option has been ticked, ASTEROID will automatically 
open the last database used, and you wonõt see this ôOpen Databaseõ window. You can either use 
this database or select a different one via the ASTEROID Application menu. 
 
To clean up the database list ð i.e. remove old databases ð select the database name and click the 
Delete button.  This deletes the database name from the list only; it does not affect the database. 
 
Note: You will need to open a database immediately after deleting items from the database list, 
otherwise all changes will be lost. 
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As the database opens the Welcome screen will appear, prompting you to select a number of 
options; options include direct access to the task type to be run, as well as actions related to 
picking up where you may have left off in a previous session. 

 
If you prefer to choose nothing from the Welcome window, you can click Cancel and 
ASTEROID will open as shown on the next page. 
 
Note: you can prevent the Welcome window from opening in the future by un-ticking the tick 
box in the window itself or by changing the settings (see Global settings on page 124). 
 
If you encounter any problems opening a database, or a specific task, then close ASTEROID and 
try again. If the problem re-occurs then note any error messages that appear on screen and 
contact the Help Desk on +61 3 9223 2428 or by e-mail at asteroid.support@roymorgan.com . 

mailto:asteroid.support@roymorgan.com
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!34%2/)$ "ÁÓÉÃÓ 
The Screen 
 
With a database open this is what the ASTEROID screen looks like.  
 
Note: There is a blank area if no task session is open.  If a task is open, the relevant task panes 
will be displayed in the Task Area.  
 
 ASTEROID  
Application Button  
  

Data Dictionary pane 

Fluent UI Ribbon 

Task Area  

Use the tabs to access the Find 
tool or to view lists of specific 
types of data 

Quick Access Menu ð customise 
to enable fastest access to 
frequently used features 

Ribbon Tabs ð Used to 
access primary tool buttons 
and functions 
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Key Features to note include: 

¶ The ASTEROID Application Button opens the ASTEROID Application menu.  Use this 
menu to select a database, alter your Global Settings, access Help Files and perform many 
other tasks. 

¶ The Quick Access menu will allow you to customise settings to enable fast selection of 
most frequently used tools and functions.  

¶ The Ribbon Tabs across the top of the task area will give you access to all the main tools 
and functions of ASTEROID. 

¶ The Home tab provides ôstarting pointõ access to commonly used tools and functions. 

¶ The Data Dictionary pane allows you to easily view and select data items in the current 
database. (See Terminology and Creating Tables on page 20.) 

¶ Tabs at the bottom of the Data Dictionary pane take you to specific types of data (e.g. 
print media data or quantities, if your database has these included). 

 
ASTEROID uses the Fluent UI Ribbon interface to navigate the functions and features. All 
features are easily accessed through the tabs and controls displayed on the Ribbon. 
 
By selecting any task-orientated tab you will be able to quickly see the available options. To view 
the content of any button on the tab, place your cursor over the icon to highlight the tooltip.  
 
Note: Some tabs are only active when a particular operation is being performed, or a specific 
database is in use.  
 

Right-mouse click menus 
 
A feature of ASTEROID is the use of right-mouse click menus to provide easy access to tools 
and functions. Right-mouse click menus are available throughout ASTEROID and are available 
for most tools and functions. The content of the menu will vary according to which part of the 
screen you right click over, and will list relevant tools (e.g. tools relevant to selecting items from 
the Data Dictionary). 
 
Microsoft Hot keys within the Output  
 
ASTEROID makes use of several Microsoft Hot-Keys, namely: 

Ctrl-C ð copy /  Ctrl-V ð paste /  Ctrl-X ð cut /  Ctrl-Z ð undo 
Ctrl-F ð to find / Ctrl-A ð select all /  Ctrl-P ð print 
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Shortcut keys (or hot keys) using the menus 
 
Using the ALT key while in any ASTEROID screen will display the shortcut keys for each of the 
tabs or first level functions available for that screen. To display the next level or button shortcut 
keys ALT plus the corresponding key must be used. For example, while on the Home tab, using 
the ALT key alone will display the shortcut keys for all other tabs (see Image 1 below); ALT + H 
will display shortcut keys for all buttons on the Home tab (see Image 2). 
 
To use a shortcut, simply press the ALT key plus the key corresponding to the appropriate tab, 
and then type the hotkey letters for whichever function you want to action.  For example, to 
open a new Profiler task, press ALT+H, then type the letter P followed by the letter R.   
 
Image 1: Using ALT key alone displays tab hotkeys ð use ALT + corresponding key to open the 
relevant tab/task. 

 
 
 
Image 2: Using ALT + H  shortcut keys displays all hotkeys for Home ribbon tab 

 
 
 
Launching a Task 
Unless already set as a default in the Welcome screen, a task will be launched when an 
ASTEROID tool or operation is chosen. The main ASTEROID tools and operations are found 
on the Home tab.  Click on a button from the Tools group, e.g. Tabulation, to launch a new task. 

 
The Tabulation tool is used to launch the standard cross-tabulation analysis that features in this 
training manual.  
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You can also initiate tasks by opening the Application menu found at the top left corner of the 
ASTEROID screen and selecting an ASTEROID task. Click on the ASTEROID Application 
button to display the ASTEROID Application menu. 

 

 
The menu also provides a quick overview of all primary ASTEROID tools and commands; 
including Opening/Closing a Database ð with the fast additional option of selecting from the last 
19 databases recently opened; opening the Report Folder; commencing or modifying an 
ASTEROID task, closing an individual task or all currently open tasks, as well as print and Help 
options and saving work. Selecting Options will invoke the Options menu, as on next page. 
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Various default settings for ASTEROID are available on this screen, including Directory settings, 
Settings (Global) and Settings (Numeric). 
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Task Area 
 
An ASTEROID session will commence with the display of the Task area. The area which 
encompasses Rows, Columns, Filter, Layers and Quantity (see the Task area image below) is 
known as the Selection pane, and is part of the Task Area. This is where you will specify what 
you want to see on your tables. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Output View Selection Tabs 
used to change view   

Task Tabs for different 
tasks 

Close an Open task, or 
use arrows to scroll 
between tasks 

Selection tab ð opens the Data Selection pane which is used to 
create or edit what you want in the task output. You can return to 
the Selection pane at any time to change a task   
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The Selection Pane 
Activating a Task will display the Selection pane.  

 

The Selection pane is divided up into sections and the number and type present will vary 
according to the task type.  A bold heading indicates the currently active section, e.g. Rows. Any 
section can be expanded to the full depth of the screen by clicking anywhere within the section to 
activate it and then clicking once on the header, as shown in this ôRowsõ example below. Clicking 
on the heading again returns the section to its usual size. 

 

To return to the Selection pane at any time throughout the current ASTEROID session click on 
the Selection button located on either the Output ribbon tab, or the Selection tab at the bottom 
of the task. 
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Task tab ð Running a Task 
 
Individual Tasks are executed or ôrunõ by clicking the Run button on the Task tab. The keyboard  
shortcut is F9, or you can click a tab on the Output View Selection control found at the bottom 
of the task area. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Task tab controls a variety of task related functions: 

Run: Run the task. (The task could be a Tabulation, Profile, A.I.D. etc).  

Open Task: Open a saved table/profile etc. 

Save Task: Save a table/profile etc. 

Update Report: Update the Linked task in the Report Folder (see Report Folder on 
page 109). 

Selection Toolbar: Show/hide the selection toolbar. 

By default this is displayed between the Data Dictionary and the 
Selection pane, however you can click and drag it to other areas of the 
ASTEROID screen, as preferred. 

Clone: Create an identical new task by copying the current task. 

Clear All:                 Remove all data selections. 

Undo: Undo the last action. 

Create Definition: Create items in the Private Dictionary. 

Settings (Task): Allows you to change various settings for that task only (see Task 
settings on page 124). 

The Selection Toolbar button displays a range of functions used to manage and arrange the 
selection of data within the Task area. The toolbar is displayed by toggling this switch. Right-
mouse clicking in the selection pane will also provide access to the same functions. 
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Multiple tasks 
ASTEROID allows you to have multiple tasks open at one time. For example you may have a 
number of Tabulations and other tasks (e.g. Profiler, AID or Cluster Analysis tasks) open 
simultaneously and work between them. 

 

By using the tabs at the top of the selection pane you can move between tasks. If there are too 
many tasks to have all the tabs visible, you can click on the arrows in the top right corner to scroll 
through all your tasks. To close a task, simply click on the x. 
 
We will look at the common features of the Task area. The details of how to create tasks in each 
tool will be covered in the relevant section of this series of manuals.  
 
Each task you create will consist of:  

1. The Selection pane; where you create or amend a task. This will open automatically 
when you select an ASTEROID tool, or by clicking the Selection button on the Output 
tab. 

2. The controls to Run the task and associated functions found via the Task tab. 
3. The Output View Selection controls; Report, Chart, or Correspondence Analysis 

(CorAn), are found on the Output tab, with Grid on a separate tab, and these can also be 
accessed via the Output View Selection tabs at the bottom of the screen.  

 
The Output View 
Each Task will generate an outcome, or ôoutput viewõ, e.g. a Grid-V table, which is displayed 
within the Task area. ASTEROID provides a number of view options, from tables to charts, as 
well as higher level analysis such as Correspondence Analysis and Cluster Analysis. 
 
Depending on the type of task run, output may also be in the form of data files saved in the user 
directory, such as a .csv or .lis file, etc., if requested. 
 
To change the view, click on a different view option from the Output tab displayed across the 
top of the screen, or by selecting from the Output View Selection tabs found at the bottom of 
the task.  
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Page  Intentionally  Left  Blank  
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Creating Tables and Reading Data 
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4ÁÂÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ 
 
We use the Tabulation tool to create tables (or ôcross-tabulationsõ) which will display elements of 
data in rows and columns. Where these rows and columns intersect, this will help us understand 
the relationship between the two elements of data. 
 
Typically we use it to find out the number of people with one characteristic who also possess 
another characteristic, for example those in a specific age group who also own a credit card.  
Below are some other examples of the type of information gained through Tabulation: 

¶ Attitudes to a new product range across different regions.  

¶ The newspaper readership of a particular age group. 

¶ Satisfaction of staff at different levels within a company. 
 
The starting point for understanding the depth of information provided by Tabulation is to look 
at the output (i.e. the tables) and learn how to read them. 
 
The following table is an example of an output table from Tabulation. In this case it looks at the 
number of vehicles owned in the household, crossed with age. In addition it has been layered by 
sex.   
 
Note: The Grid is displayed in the standard Roy Morgan default Grid-V view. 
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For each row you 
can choose to 

have any or all of 
these figures 

displayed ð See 
Settings on page 

124 for 
information 

Is the table ranked? 

The database title 

What the table is filtered to (i.e. what filter is applied) 

The actual question asked 

The current layer being displayed 

This table has 4 columns in addition to 
the Total column 

This table has 
multiple layers 

applied.  
Click on layer 

tabs to display a 
different layer. 

The data has been weighted 
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Terminology and Creating Tables 

Classes 
 
All the data contained in your database is available from the Data Dictionary in the panel at the 
left of the screen.  The visible folders divide the database into Classes covering related topics. In 
the database shown here there are seven Classes covering a range of information: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on the + to expand a folder (Class) and click on the minus to close it again. 
 
The folders expand through further levels until you get to the Variables. These are easy to 
recognise because they cannot be expanded. The number of levels between the first folder and 
the Variables depends on how the database is structured.   
 

This is an example of content (Classes and Variables) within the training database: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are the variables 
that make up the 
Mobile Phones Class 
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Variables 
 

A Variable is a characteristic of the 
population which varies from person to 
person (e.g. age is a characteristic of all 
people but it varies from person to 
person). It is the question asked of the 
respondents, such as ôWhat age are you?õ 
or ôWhat is the source of your mobile 
phone?õ. 
 

Groups 
 

When you click on a Variable, the Groups 
which make up that Variable appear in the 
Groups area below (e.g. the Source of 
Mobile Phone Variable has Groups; I 
own it/bought it myself, Company phone 
ð mainly used by me, etc.). The Groups are 
the answer sets to the questions asked 
(Variable). 
 

Entities 
 

Any entities included in the database will 
appear at the same level of the hierarchy as 
the variables and are represented by the 
star icon such as shown above for 'All 
respondents'. 
 
 
 
 

 
For a complete list of icons contained within the Data Dictionary, please see The Data 
Dictionary on page 139.  
 

These are the Groups that 
make up the Variable ôSource 
of Mobile Phoneõ 
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Selection Method 

There are three methods of selecting Variables, Groups or Entities: 

¶ Click and drag the item to the Rows, Columns or Layers area. 

¶ Right-mouse click on the item and choose from the options in the menu. 

¶ Double click on the item to add the item (e.g. circled in red above) to the active area of 
the Selection pane (i.e. the active area will have its area name in bold, e.g. Rows). 

 
Additionally, multiple variables can be selected simultaneously using the Shift key to select 
consecutive items or the CTRL key to select non-consecutive items. 
 
If you want to remove a Variable/ Group from the Task Area, either double click on the item, or 
right-mouse click on it and select Delete Selected or Delete All.  
 
For many of the tasks that you want to do in ASTEROID, there is the option of the 
menu items on the tabs or using a right-mouse click to display context-sensitive menus. In 
addition the Selection Toolbar (found on the Task tab) provides a similar set of options. 
 
 
 
 
 

For example, you may want to change the order of the items you have placed in the Rows, 
Columns or Layers (known as the Selection pane). You could achieve this by clicking and 
dragging them into their new positions. Alternatively you can use the Swap function to 
swap rows with columns, rows with layers and columns with layers. Swap can be found by 
right clicking in the Task Area of the selection screen. 
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The Selection Toolbar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rearrange the ouput dynamically 

You can rearrange the information being analysed without leaving the output screen 

 
  
 

Adding Rows, Columns and Layers 

Rows 
 

When you start a new table, the Rows section of the 
selection window is active ð if it isnõt then select it by 
clicking once on the header, or in the blank area below the 
header. 

 

Use the Data Dictionary on the left of the ASTEROID 
screen to find the Variable(s) you want in the rows on the 
table. Using this ôTrainingõ Database for instance, if we wanted to show data on a table for 
ôappliances ownedõ, we would follow the path: 

Product ConsumerismŸ Appliances/Items 

                  Ÿ Appliances/Items Owned 

Hover your mouse over 
each of the buttons on 
the selection toolbar to 
display a tool-tip 
explaining what that 
button will do. 














































































































































































































































